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tory'to an undertaking of this nature. I was,
however, sensible that, from various circum-
stances, particularly from my not having been
acquainted with Mr. Murray till he was consi-
derably advanced in life, I was not qualified to
execute the task as I could wish. I was con-
vinced too, that no person, except himself, pos-
sessed that accurate knowledge of the events of
his life, and the formation of his character, |
which would render the work truly interesting
and instructive. His friends in America had
had but little intercourse with him, except by
ietter, since the fortieth year of his age: his
friends in England had, of course, known him
'i)nly since that period, when his character and
principles were formed ; and from the ill state
of his health, his subsequent life was spent in
retirement. I had heard various reports respect-
ing him, and I had also seen a printed account,
which, though apparently not originating in any
ill will, or in any ill design, were utterly void

of foundation.* I was apprehensive, that, after

* I do not, by any means, allude to a short biographical
“sketch, inserted in the European Magazine, 1803 ; and thence
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LETTER 1

My dear Friend,

I HAVE not forgotten the re-
peated and urgent requests which have been
made to me, to communicate some memoirs of
my life, especially of its earlier periods, for the
gratification of friendship. But a reluctance to
write so particularly on the subject of myself,
and my own concerns, has hitherto prevented me
from engaging in a work of this nature. I can-
not, however, any longer refuse to comply with
a proposal, which is supported by the soothing
recommendations of esteem and regard, and by a
friendship which has subsisted between us for

B
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many years. But after all, I am doubtful
whether any parts of such a life as mine has
been, can afford much satisfaction, or answer
the expectations which may have been formed
on the subject. Perhaps, indeed, when I shall
have bidden adieu to this transient scene, the
events here recorded, may acquire an interest,
which, at present, they do not possess. If this
should be the case, and they should sometimes
excite the regollection of our friendship, and
produce reflections of a pleasing or useful nature,
they will not have been wholly written in vain.
With these views then, I enter on my little
history. And as it will have some advantages, I
shall form the narrative into a series of familiar
letters. ‘ .

It is always a delicate point to speak, or to
write, properly, concerning one’s self. But as I
have been persuaded to undertake a work in-
. volving this difficulty, I must accommodate
‘myself to it, as well as I am able. Being at once
the subject and the narrator, it will not be pos-
sible to prevent a very frequent recurrence of
the obnoxious pronoun. I will, however, study
80 to conduct this biographical sketch, as to avoid-
every species of undue self prominence, as well
as to repress whatever may be considered as false
delicacy. If I should sometimes err, in prose-
.cuting these intentions, I have no doubt the veil
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sprung out of his reach. To every other person
present, he was gentle and good-tempered ; and
his enmity to me arose, as the keeper declared,
solely from the circumstance of the little affront
which I had formerly put upon him.—This
incident made some impression upon me; and
perhaps contributed to subdue a curiosity, which
could not be gratified but at the expense of the
feelings of others.

It is now time to make a pause in the narra-
tive. My next letter will pursue it, from the
period of my leaving school, and being trained
to business. ‘

I am affectionately, &c.
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which will exalt the happiness of our union;
support us under every trial; and prepare our
minds for the enjoyment of a better world.

T now finish this letter,

And remain,

With sincere regard, &c.
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This seems to be a proper stage for closing
the present letter. My next will enter on a
period, which was particularly interesting to me,
and which was occupied in a manner very differ-
ent from my expectations.

1 am, with due respect, &c.




























































pect 1o health of mind and body ; 2 competence
of property : fair reputation : civil and religious
Eberty ; the hght of Clristimnity ; an exemption
from numerous evils; and every other favour
eonferred upon us by Divine Providence ; would
not only refine and exalt these blessings in our
estimation, but affect cur hesrts with more fer-
vent gratitude to the Giver of all good, for the
continuance of his bounties, both temporal and
spiritual.—That I may be much more studious
than I ever have been, to number and improve
my blessings; and to avoid the reproaches of my
own heart, for suffering them to pass by me un-
acknowledged ; is my sincere and earnest desire.

I am, very affectionately, &c.
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afflictions in this light, they almost lose their na-
ture ; and dispose us to receive them as friendly
visiters, as blessings in disguise.

I have, at length, after many delays and inter-
ruptions, brought the Memoirs of my life to the
present period, the spring of the year 1809 ; and
I hope I shall be able to finish the work, in my
next letter.

I am, with much respect and regard, &c.
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productive of more solid satisfaction, than all the
enjoyments with which the most prosperous
worldly pursuits are accompanied. I knew that
the consciousness of doing well, the approbation
of Heaven, and the well grounded hope of future
felicity, are sufficient to raise the mind above all
the troubles of time, and to give it a dignity and
peace, which nothing earthly can confer. But
the busy scenes, and the allurements of the
world, were before me, and attracting my at-
tention. The animation produced by flattering
prospeets; an undue- solicitude for the appro-
bation of others; the example of numbers around
me, in the earnest pursuit of honours, riches, or
pleasures ; and the expectation that a more con-
venient season would arrive, for a truly self-
denying and serious course of life ; all concurred
to insnare my heart, and to induce me to post-
pone, or to pursue irresolutely, those objects
which ¥ hoped would, some time or other, form
my greatest concern. I did not properly reflect;
as I ought to have done, that, besides losing,
through these unhappy delays, a great deal of
true and solid enjoyment, I rendered the paths
of religion more difficult, by strengthening the -
habits of folly and procrastination ; and laid up
for myself a store of afffictive recollections during
life. ' :
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and the attainment of a happy immortality, by
the atonement and intercession of our Lord and
-Saviour, Jesus Christ. I contemplate this won-
-derful proof of the love of God to man, as an
act of mercy and benignity, which will stimulate
the gratitude and love, the obedience, praise, and
adoration, of the redeemed, through ages that
will never end. This high dispensation is, in
every respect, adapted to our condition, as frail
and sinful creatures. In surveying our offences
and imperfections, it prevents despondence ; di-
rects us where to look for relief; and freely
offers us, if we are truly penitent, and believe
in Christ, pardon and peace : in reflecting on our
religious attainments, it checks presumption, and
keeps us humble : and, amidst all the trials and
troubles of life, it cheers us with the prospect of
a merciful deliverance, and of being soon received
into those blissful regions, where we shall be
secured, eternally secured, .from sin and sorrow ;
where we shall be admitted into the Divine pre-
sence, and unceasingly celebrate, in joyful an-
thems, the praises of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, one God blessed for ever. To
them who obtain this glorious and happy state,
all the afflictions of the longest and most painful
life, will then appear to have been, indeed, light
and momentary ; as a drop of the ocean, as a
K
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grain of sand on the seashore, compared with
the greatness of their felicity, and the endless
ages of its continuance—TFhat this inestimable
blessing, my dear friend, may be ours, when we

have quitted this transient scene, is my very
fervent desire.

Lindley Murray.
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*& wr awm o yerpend for Tt s s
we 3ed wet foar how men wr dopas dee—
Iy tee ixver wess of hex badundstile de
s ey quitoed the hemer = and were: mdy
i Tewe ousdwisle with i - and des ¥ be
wene 1siken S snddenis, 25 was sty fhe aan.
she omid never fugive hexal. of dee wenr shares
As Mn Mwrw s ol Esing. it m wee
mdekicate 1o speak of her i wmn thas cum-
wmendstory. But she s s msextwimnd winh the
memary of her hushand, that 1 coudd mat write
any aceount of him without mentioning her - and
1 eould not mention her, exerpt to puaiee her
On every ammiversary of their marage. the
twenty-second of June, which was aleo the bixth-
day of his wife, he never failed to comgratulste
her on the retum of that auspicious day. On
some of these cecasions, occurring in a late period
of their union, he offered his eongratulation mot
only verbally, but also in writing : thus giving
additional force, as well as permanence, to the
expression of his sentiments. In these written
testimonials, which she justly esteems amongst
the most valuable of Jyer possessions, he assures
her that during the whole period of their umnion,
she has been, by far, his greatest earthly treasure ;
that, in health and sickness, in prosperous and
udverse situations, in all the varied events of
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May we, my dear Hannah, be very diligent to
improve the remaining portion of time, whether
it be longer or shorter: so that we may, at last,
when the hour of parting comes, have a well
founded hope that the season of separation will
be short; and take leave of each other, as com-
panions who have been dearly united, and who,
through Infinite loge and mercy, will be joined
again in the mansions of eternal peace; where
we shall for ever rejoice together, in praising,
adoring, and serving our God and Redeemer,
with the highest gratitude and love, of which
our enlarged minds shall then be made capable.

In the course of the long period of our union,
we have had our trials and afflictions.—But we
have been favoured too, with many great and
distinguished blessings. Even the afflictions,
and what appeared to be adverse ‘occurrences,
were designed for our final wellbeing. I hopée
the gracious intention of these dispensations will
be fully answered by our being safely landed,
through the atonement and intercession of our
blessed Redeemer, on those happy shores, where
no clouds nor storms are ever known ; and where,
after millions of ages of happiness shall have

ed away, we shall only seem to have begun
our felicity, a felicity that will last for ever.

We know not, my dear Hannah, which of

us shall be first removed from this earthly scene ;
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sohanisson to the will of Heaven.—May we both,
my dear Hannah now when the curtains of the
mght are soon. or before long, to be drawn around
ms. be more and more diligent to make our call-
img and dection sure ; to be prepared for striking
cur tents. and removing to a better world;
where. anful and anworthy as I am, I hope,
through the infinite mercy of God in Jesus
Clirist. to be admitted : and where, if admitted,
we shall be finallv delivered from all sickness
and soerow, from all sin, temptation, and imper-
fection.~

As a further proof of Mr. Murray’s piety and
humility, I present to the reader the following
memorandums : all of which, except the two first,
were found in his desk after his decease. They
are mere fragments ;: written on detached slips
of paper, some of them only with a pencil: but
fragments of such a mind as his, should be ga
thered up, when it can be done with delicacy
and propriety, and without violating any known
or expressed wish of the writer. They, as well
as the preceding extracts from the little addresses
to his wife, are so accordant with the tenour of
his memoirs, that I cannot doubt but that, if he
were living, he would give leave for their inser-
tion. Indeed, I think it is not improbable that
some of the memorandums were designed as hints
or materials for a continuation of the memoirs ;
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perienved . this lung comxse of time! How
puaurly [ huve impeowed the goodness and for-
besranee of Gud w me ! What bas been the de-
sym of chis Lbing contimnance of Life, and of the
blewings with which my cup has run over?
Plainiy. chat I might maprove these mercies, by
gautusde. love, and cbedience. to my great Be-
metactor ; anud be peepared to emter into his holy
amd bappy kingdoms, there to glorify and serve
him for ever. May this be my joyful experience,
throcgzh the merey of God, in Jesus Christ, and
for his suke! I know. by long and repeated
proofs in myselt, and by the testimony of the
Holy Scriptures, that of myself I can do nothing
to effect my salvation : my powers are all inade-
quate to this great end. It is by the Grace of
God alone, that the work can be effected. May
I ever look to that, and pray for it, and finally
experience it to work in me a most comfortable
and steadfast hope, that I shall be made one of
those holy and happy beings, who shall glorify,
adore, praise, and serve Him, for evermore, with
the highest degree of love and gratitude, that
their enlarged spirits shall then be made capable
of exerting.” ‘

“ Preserve me from all vain self complacencies ;
from seeking the applauses of men; and from
all solicitude about what they may think or say
of me. May I be made truly humble, and of a
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I was at his house, a very short time before his
last illness. When I was about taking leave of
him, he said to me: “ REMEMBER the following
lines.” He pronounced the word “ Remember,”
and repeated the lines, with an emphasis, which
now assumes something of prophetic energy.

¢ Absent or dead, still let a friend be dear :
A sigh the absent claims ; the dead a tear.”

Cn the tenth of January, 1826, Mr. Murray
being at dinner, was seized with a slight para-
lytic affection in his left hand ; it was, however,
of short duration, and was attended with no
visible ill effect. On Monday morning, the
thirteenth of February, he had a return of
numbness, in the same hand ; but it soon yielded
to friction, and wholly disappeared. Soon after,
he conversed very cheerfully, and even plea-
santly. During the day, he was a good deal
engaged, and much interested, in having the
newspaper read to him, containing the debates
on the commercial embarrassments of the coun-
try. In the afternoon of that day, the last time
of his taking a pen in his hand, I received from
him a short note, as kind. as usual, and as well
written and composed. That the last words
which he ever wrote, were addressed to me, is a
melancholy recollection ; but it is inexpressibly
soothing and consolatory to my mind.
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was, by his incessant solicitude for souls, eon-
verted to theology. As piety predominated in
his mind, it is diffused over his works. Under his
direction it may be truly said, that philosephy
is subservient to evangelical instruction : it is
difficult to read a page without learning, or at
least, wishing to be better.”

THE END.
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5. EnaLisu Exenrciszs, adapted to Murray’s English Gram-
mar : consisting of Exercises in Parsing ; instances of False
Orthography ; violations of the Rules of Syntax ; defects in
Punctuation ; and violations of the Rules respecting per-
spicuous and accarate Writing. Designed for the benefit
of private Learners, as well as for the use of Schoels.

The 84th edition. Price, bound, .cccceccoscesceces 25 6d

6. Kev to THE Exercises, adapted to Murray’s English
Grammar. Calculated to enable Private Learners to become
their own instructers, in Grammar and Composition.

The 17th edition. Price, bound, «secevecssorcecees 28, 6d.

7. AN ENcLisH GRAMMAK ¢ comprehending the Principles and
Rules of the Language, illustrated -by appropriate Exer-
cises, and a Key to the Exercises.

~

In two volumes, octavo. The 5th edition, improved.

Price, in boards, .cceeceeseesensresceeceescassesoacee 12 18,

8. INTRODUCTION To THE ENGLIsH READER: or, A Selection
of Pieces, in Prose and Poetry ; calculated to improve the
younger Classes of Learners in Reading; and to imbue
their minds with the love of virtue. To which are added,
Rules and Observations for assisting Children to read with
Propriety.

The 22nd edition.  Price, bound, ..sveeveeeenceeroess, 85
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9. Tue Enerisn ReapEr: or, Pieces in Prese and Poetry,
selected from the best Writers. Designed to.assist young
Persons to read with prepriety and effect ; to improve their
language and sentiments; and to inculcate some of the
most important principles of piety and virtue. With a few
preliminary Observations on the Principles of good Reading.

The 19th edition. Price, bound, «cecescscecssessss 4. 6d.

10. SeQuEL To THE ENerLisH Reapzr: or, Elegant Selections
in Prose and Poetry. Designed to improve the highest
class of learners, in reading; to establish a taste for just
and accurate Composition ; and to promote the interests of

piety and virtue.

The 6th edition. Price, bound, ....ceevsvreersens eg 46 6d.

11. INTRODUCTION AU LECTEUR FRrANgois: ou, Recueil de
Piéces Choisies : avec 'explication des idiotismes, et des
phrases difficiles, qui ¢’y trouvent.

The 5th edition. Price, bound, .ceicceieccencecceses 38, 6d.

12. LectEUR Frangois: ou, Recueil de Piéces, en Proseet en
~ Vers, tirées des Meilleurs Ecrivains. Pour servir i per-
fectionner les jeunes gens dans la lecture; 3 étendre leur
connoissance de la Langue Francoise; et & leur inculquer

des principes de vertu et de piété.

The 5th ediﬁon- Pl'iee, l”und, 0000000000000 00000000, 5s.

T
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18. Tuz Powrr or RrLicioN oN Tax Minp, in Retirement,
Aflliction, and at the approach of Death; exemplified in
the Testimonies and Experience of Persons distingnished
by their greatness, learning, or virtue.

¢ *Tis immortality,—~—tis that alone,
¢ Amidst life’s pains, abasements, emptiness,
¢ The soul can comfort, elevate, and flL." YOUNG,

The 18th edition. Price, bound, cesscevsacsessessesse IS,

14. The same Work on fine paper, with a Pica letter, Octavo.

Pfiw, inbouds, tetceetsescas sesessecesccecescsnssesseses 128

15. Tue Dury AND BENEFIT of a daily Perusal of the

HoLy ScripTures, in Families.

The 2nd edition, impl'oved. ' Priw, esecsessensaneeces 18

16. A SerecTioN from Bishop Horne’s Commentary on the

Psalms.

Price, in extra boards, ....ceceveeesessensrcrsconscsacceses 55
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OF THE SAME BOOKSELLERS

May be had the following Works, by the Editor of
Murray’s Memoirs.

1. Lessons vor Youna PErsons IN HumBLE Lirg: calculated
to promote their improvement in the Art of Reading ; in
Virtue and Piety ;  and, particularly, in' the Knowledge of
the Duties peculiar to their Stations.

sixﬂl edih.on' Pricc’ in boards’ 000000000 000000000 000000 “’

¢ Very neatly printed, and well selected; containing a great store of in-
struction in a small compass.”

British Critic, July, 1808,

¢ In appearance, cheapness, and moral tendency, this compilation resem-

bles those of the excellent Lindley Murray.—It inculcates the most useful

sentiments in a very suitable form ; and well deserves patronage.”
Eclectic Review, June, 1808,

« We do no more than an act of justice, in giving these Lessons our
warmest recommendation, as being admirably adapted for rational entertain-
ment, and religious instruction.”

O1thodox Churclman's Magazine and Review, Sept. 1808.

« These Lessons are very well calculated to answer the purpose for which
they were cmposed. Both the design and the execution are highly creditable

to the author.”
Anti-jacobin Review, August, 1808.

« The object of the compiler is most praiseworthy ; and he has taken con-
siderable pains in choosing those passages which are appropriate to his

design.” o ) Monthly Review, April, 1809,
T 2



=

= Tom .oame rr T mirsow staced : aad well calenlated to
mme s 1w Crifical Review, May, 1808.
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Lise-ary Panerama, Sept. 1808.
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2 A TwEIwvuy G:FT a SMEVANTS AND  APPRENTICES:

Sotumng. Clerwar of 3 goad ard faithful Servant;
Aoy L Nerrass o eney Seowaaination ; Letter from an
1.0 8 LS egiew. oo waicy Lim apprentice; and

Aerivies of oAl and &bl Servants

= Thi> 3 3 very :oatructve aod sl tract : and extremely well adapted
to apswer de purpue & wih it s Sesigred.”
Edectic Reciex, June, 1810.

& We can scarceiy conceive a tract of more general utility than that pow
before us. The advice to servants is excellent ; and means should be taken
to put this ¢ Friendly Gift,” into the hands of every servant in the kingdom.™

Anti-jacobin Review, April, 1811.
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8. TRUE STORIES; OR, ANECDOTES OF YOUNG PERsoNs:
designed, through the medium of example, to inculcate
principles of piety and virtue.

Third edition, enlarged. Price, in boards, ........ 4s. 6d.

¢ Both the design and the execution of this work are, in our opinion,
entitled to the highest praise. We cordially welcome so valuable an accession

to the class of useful and entertaining books for young persons.”
Eclectic Review, June, 1810.

‘ We must applaud the compiler for the purity of his language, and the
morality which is observable in the choice of his subjects. A knowledge of
history, as well as of biography, may be promoted by his work.”

Monthly Review, January, 1811,

«The plan of this work is excellent ; and it is executed with equal judgment
and ability.” Anti-jacobin Review, Apﬁl, 1811.

4. True STORIES; OR, ANECDOTES oF CHILDREN : designed,
through the medium of example, to inculcate principles of

virtue and piety.
Third edition, enlarged. ~ Price, in boai’ds, veeree 28, 6d.

¢ These little anecdotes are related in simple and pleasing language ; and
they receive value from their authenticity as well as their morality.”
Monthly Review, April, 1811.

¢« This is one of the best little books, for young children, that has appeared
. for a long time : and it should be introduced into every nursery in the king-
dom.” Eclectic Review, April, 1811.

s This is another agreeable, and, indeed, useful addition to the youthful
library ; containing many amusing tales, and instructive lessons. It is also
very neatly printed, and, for its contents, cheap ; which last is, in our opinion,

no inconsiderable recommendation.” British Critic, September, 1811.
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5. Crasaacar Excuisn Lerren-Warrer: or, Epistolary Se-
lections ; designed to improve young persons in the ART
of LETTER-wRITING, and in the PRINCIPLES of VIRTUE and
rrETy. With introdactory suLks and OBSERVATIONS on
Epistolary Composition, and BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES of the

writers from whom the letters are selected.
Second edition. Price, in boards, ....cevcoreeceenes 4. 6d.

* This compilation is very superior to that of other ¢ Letter-writers.” The
subjects are judiciously chosen, both as to moral and to style; and the In-
troductory Remarks are well worthy the attention of persons willing to im-
prove in composition.” Critical Review, July, 1814.

¢ These Selections have been made with judgment, and with strict atten-
tion to profitable instruction.” Anti-jacolin Review, Sept. 1814.

¢ The rising generation is already under considerable obligations to this
writer, and the present volume will much increase them.”
Evangclical Magazine, Oct. 1814

¢ We recommend this work to our readers, as it is every way calculated to
afford the valuable instruction which it is designed to convey.””
Juvenile Review.
¢ This is not conducted upon the plan of the ancient ready Letter-writers ;
but it is a publication containing, in a cheap and useful form, the letters of our
most celebrated English classics, upon various occasions.—We are happy to
way that the arrangement is good, and the selection unexceptionable.”
Buitish Critic, June, 1815,
¢ T'he calls of business, or the claims of affection, seem to lay almost every
one under some necessity of writing letters ; it is then of importance to all,
to ucquire a tolerable proficiency in the art. So far as this object is attain-
able by the study of extensive and just rules, and some of the best models in
our language, we have an excellent preceptor in the volume before us. But,
valuable as it may be, as an instructer in the useful and agreeable accomplish-
ment of letter-writing, it is entitled to much higher estimation, as a teacher
of morals and of piety.” The Port Folio, ( Philadelphia, ) July, 1816.
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Also, by the same Author, -

1. ArrrHMETIC FOR CHiLDREN. The Scholar’s Book.
Price, bound, .c..ccvcecrecrncencrcacensiirresecscsnncens 25,
2. ARITHMETIC FOR CHILDREN. The Teacher’s Book.

Price, bound, ...ciceceecersersenssessesconcocerrecsrenseses 480

®.* These two little publications, each of which may be had separate, con-
tain a series of short, arithmetical lessons: adapted to the recent improve-
ments in education ; and calculated to engage the attention, assist the me-
mory, and quicken the apprehension, of the younger classes in arithmetic,
and to advance their progress by the most easy and regular gradations.

In the Teacher’s Book all the tables contained in the Scholar’s Book, are given
at length ; the manner of performing every calculation in that work, is clearly
and fully exhibited ; and answers are annexed to all the questions. But the
Teacher’s Book, besides forming a complete Key to the Scholar’s Book, con-
tains much additional and interesting matter ; particularly a new and simple
method of giving young children a considerable knowledge of numbers, and
of calculation, before they are sufficiently advanced in reading and writing,
to make use, with advantage, of tables, slates, or books. The Teacher’s
Book will materially assist young persons who wish to instruct or improve
themselves in arithmetic ; it will enable parents, monitors in schools, and
others, to teach, with ease and certainty, what they may not have perfectly
learned, or do not accurately remember ; and it will afford, even to expe-
rienced teachers, a considerable diminution of labour, in the ecarly and most
irksome stages of arithmetical instruction.
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Directions to the binder.

The portrait to front the title.
The fac simile to follow this page.

(Thomas Wilson and Sona, Printers, High-Ousegate, York.)
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